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SENATE.

38TH CONG RESS, }

· 2d S ession.

Ex. Doc.
{ No. 33.

ME SS.AGE
OF 1'11&

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
COM ,\ IUNI CATJ;IIO,

I n complfrwcc 1citli a resohttion ef t/;e Senate ef the l 3llt ultimo, information in
relation to tlte p resent c011dition ,if J[e:riro and tl1e ease ef tlte F rench tear
tra1Mport stramcr l Uti11e.

)fan<·11

'l,

Fi::mu.:.mi- 9, J w.-Rcad and ordered to lie ou the table.
1 65.- 0rdcrcd to b<' printed, and thnt I ,000 additional copies be printed for the
use of the f::cnotc.

To tl1c Senate c!f the u nite,l States :
In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 13th ultimo, requesting
iuformation upon the present condi tion of l\foxico and the case of the French
war trans port steamer llhine, I transmi t a re port from the S ecretary of State and
the pa pers by which it was accompanied.
\\' A Slll:-.IOTOX ,

ABilAIIA)I Ll:N'COLN.

F ebruary 4, 186:3.

DEPART,\ IEN'f O F STATK,

TVaslting ton, Fehruary 4, 1865,
'l'lie Secretary of State, to whom was referred the re~olution of tl1e Senate
of tho 13th ultimo, requesting tl10 President "to communicate to the Senate, if
not incompatible with the public service, any correspondence or other information
in pos:!e:;sion of the government in regard to the present condition of affairs in
Mexico, and es pecially the pa pe rs in relation to the case of tho J!'rench war
transport steamer Rhine, which, it is alleged, took articles contraband ·of war
from San Francisco to the French forces at Acapulco, in the ~I exicnn republic,"
has the honor to report that the government has no special information bearing
upon the preseut condition of affairs in 1fexico.
Ile, however, has the honor to lay before tl~e President the papers mentioned
in the subjoined list in relation to the case of the French war transport steamer
Hhine, called for bv the resolution.
Respectfully imbmitted:
The

! :> RESIDENT

ef tl,e

Unite<l States.

WILLTA:\f H. SEWARD.

CASE 01'' THE .STEA:\IER RHINE.

i\Ir. Romero to rirr. Seward, August i, 186,1, (with one enclosure.)
Mr. Seward to l\'Ir. R omero, August 3, 1864..
Mr. Seward to Mr. R omero, August 6, 1864, (with four enclosures.)
Mr. Romero to ~fr. Seward, August 10, 1864, (with one enclo.;ure.)
Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero, August 11, 186-1, (with two enclosures.)
l\fr. Seward to l\[r. Romero, August 16, 1 64.
Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward, August 1S, 1864, (with one enclosure.)
Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward, Augu»t 19, 1864.
Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero, August 23, 1864.
Mr. Romero to )fr. Seward, August 25, 1864.
Mr. Seward 10 l\[r. Romero, Augm,t 27, 1 64.
l\Ir. Romero to Mr. Seward, August 30, 1864.
Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero, D ecember 14, 1864, (with four enclosures.)
i\Ir. Romero to )tr. Seward, D ecember 24, 1S64.
Mr. Romero to )[r. Seward, December 29, 1864, (with one enclosure.)
)[r. Seward to Mr. Romero, January 28, 1S65.

111r. Romcr/J to 1W:r. Seward.
[Translation. )

:\IExH·Ax LEt;A•1·1ox 1:x-

'I'HH

Uxrrso

STATBS

OF .,brnRICA,

New York, Aug1ul 2, 1864.
l\Ir. i,:cHBTARY: General Uou Placido Vega and 1\fr. Jose 1\faria Aguirre
de la Barreda, commi8sioners of the Mexican government in San :Francisco,
have communicated to me in a telegraphic despatch, ,,.bich I have just received
and of which I accompany a copy, that the :French transport R hine was loadiug
at that port all sorts of provisions of war nnd men for the French army which
occupies the port of Acnpulco. '!'he said commissioners furthermore s11y to me,
that thi,; violation of the rights of Mexico may be prevented if the government
of tl1e l,; nited Stalei'! eends it:1 orders per telegraph.
Not doubting that the government of the United Stales is animated with tho
best disposition to comply strictly with the duties which the position of a
ueutn1.l, which it. has assumed, imposes npon it in the war which now exists
between Mexico and :France-duties which do not pe1mit that there should be
conceded to one of the belligerents what is denied to the other-I cannot
doubt, even for an in~tant, that ,io ~oon as you shall have received the information contained in the telegraphic despatch annexed, you will be pleased to
communicate the orders of the President to the authorities of San Francisco
not to permit the departure for .\cupulco of the French transport Rhine, which
com·cys persons and all sort:< of pro,isions of war tl tho French force~. which
occupy the latter port.
I avail of this oppo1tnnity to renew to you, sir, the assurauccs of my most
,]isting11ial1ccl coneiclcration.
lion. \\"11.. LIA .,1 IL :::-e,u1w,
Secretary

M. RO~IERO.

ef S'otc.

CASE OF THE STEAMER RHINE.
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[Telegram.]
Dated Snn Fnmcisco, July 30, 1864.-Receivcd, \Vashiugtou, July 31, 1864.

To :i\IEXICA:\' l\IINISTER: 'rhc French transport Rhine has been here twenty
~ays, taking in all sorts of provisions and men for the army at Acapulco openly.
You would know how to assert the rights of Mexico. These evils ·conkl be
prevented by immediate s~perior orders by telegraph. Please answer.
JOSR MARIA AGTJIRRE DE LA BARREDA,
PLACI DO VEGA,
Sp. Gomd. of Supreme Goccrmnent ef Mexico.

. Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero.
DEPARTMEN'r OF STATE,
TVasltington, August 3, 1864.
Sm : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 2d
instant, with its accompaniment, relating to the shipment of provisions of war
and men from the port of San Francisco, in California, by the French transport
the Rhine, for the port of' Acapulco, in Mexico.
I n reply, I have the honor to inform you that copies of your note have
been communicated (in translation) to the Secretaries of' War and the 'l'reasury,
and also to the Attorney General of the United States, with the request to issue
such immediate instructions to the officers of the United States at the port of
San :Francisco subject to their control as the laws and regulations applicable
to the case in point may warrant.
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my most
distinguished consideration.
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Seiior MATIAS Romrno, g-c., g·c., 4-<;.. New York.

Mr. S eward to ]Ylr. Romero.
DErART~rnNT OF STATE,
TVaskington, August 6, 1864.
~JR: Rcforring to my note to you of the 3d instant, in reply to yours of the
2d, I now have the honor to transmit to you copies of the replies of the Secretaries of the Treasury and '\Var, aud of the Attorney General of the United
States, to the letter addressed to them by me on the 3d of August instant, on
the subject of the shipment of provisions and men, at San :Francisco, by the
French transport the Rhine, and from which you will learn that the proper
measures have been adopted to prevent the proceeding to which you have called
my attention.
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my
Yery distinguished consideration.
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Sciior }fA'flAS RoMERO, 4-<;., g-v;., 4-<;., New Yorl·.
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CASE 01!' THE STEAMER RHINE
'l'REASURY DEPARTMENT,

August 5, 1864.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d
instant, transmitting translation of a note from the Mexican minister and en•
closu~e, relative to the lading of a vessel at San Francisco for Acapulco, and
requesting the action of this department in the premises.
Such instructions as it is thought will meet the case have this day been forwarded by telegraph to the collector of customs at San 1''rancisco.
A copy of the telegram refened to is herewith enclosed for your information.
With great respect,
GEORGE HARRINGTON,
.tlcting Secretary ef tlte Treasury.
Hon. vV ILLIAM H . SEWARD,
Secretary ef State.
['l'clegram. J
A UGUST

5, 1864.

Esq.,
Collector ef San F rancisco :
It is represented to this department that a vessel is loading at your port for
Acapulco, in violation of executive orders of November twenty, eighteen hunclred and sixty-two, and May thirteen, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, promulgated by this department, :May nineteen, eighteen hundred and sixty-three. You
will conform strictly to those instructions.
GEORGE HARRINGTON,
Acting Secretary ef tlie '11reasury.
Oh&rge to the 'l'reasury Department.
G. H .

CHARLES JAMES,

WAR DEPARTMENT,

W askington City, August 5, 1864.
StR: I am instructed by the Secretary of War to acknowledge the receipt
of yom letter of the 3d instant, enclosing a copy of a note and its accompaniments from the Mexican minister in relation to the shipment of stores and men
from Sau l!'rancisco to Acapulco on a French transport, and to say, in reply,
that, in the judgment of the Secretary, this is a subject that rather belongs to
the authorities of the Treasury Department.
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant,
C. A. DANA,
Assistant Secretary ef TVar.
H on. W1LLIAM H. SEWARD,
Secretary ef State.
ATTORNEY GENER AL'S OFFICE,

TVasltington, August 5, 1864.
SIR : I have this day the honor to receive your letter of August 3, enclosing
a translation of a note from Mr. Romero, the minister of :M:exico, in relation to
the shipment of stores and men from San Francisco, California, by the French
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transport called the Rhine, for the port of Acapulco, and desiring that proper
orders may be given to the officers at San Francisco, who are subject to the
control of this department.
With all alacrity, sir, I comply with your wish and that of the Mexican minister, suggesting only that the activity of the officers of the Treasury aud Navy
departments at San Francisco may be much more effectual iu preventing any
breach of our neutrality in that regard than any efforts of the attorney and
marshal can be.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
EDWARD BATES,
Attorney General.
Hon. WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
Secretary ef State.

Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward.

[Translation.]
ISLAND, N. Y.,
August 10, 1864.
Mr. SECHE'l'ARV: I have had the honor to receive the note you were
pleased to address to me under date of the 3d current, informing me that my
communication of the previous day, in which I submitted to your department a
telegraphic despatch received from San Francisco, from which it appears that
the war transport Rhine, bearing the French flag, was lading at that port
men and munitions of war for the French forces that occupy .Acapulco, '' had
been transmitted to the Secretary of War and of the T reasury, and to the
.Attorney General of the United States, with a recommendation that they immediately despatch to the federal authorities at San Francisco, under their control,
the instructions which the laws and rcgnlations applicable to the case require."
To-day another telegraphic message has come into my hands from the same
city, dated the 6th instant, of which I send copy, and from which it appears
that up to the 5th instant the federal authorities at San :Francisco had not received any instructions upon this matter.
As the decisions of the War and Treasury Departments, and Attorney General, to whom the case had been submitted, may be delayed some days before its
adoption, and meantime the R hine will have finished loading and be preparing to sail, I think it my duty to beg of you, that until such decision is arrived at and communicated to the proper authorities, your department would, by
telegraph, please to forewarn the authorities of San Francisco, which are connected with it, that provisionally, and until receiving further instructions, they
should not permit the departure of the Rhine with the cargo she has taken
on board.
T he suitableness of this proceeding I doubt not will be duly appreciated by
the government of the United States, on recollecting that the delay of a few days
on the part of the British government permitted the departure from a :British
port of a war steamer which has been busied in the commission of depredations
on the merchant marine of the United States, notwithstanding that government
concluded to order tl1e detention of that steamer.
I avail of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my most distinguished consideration.
1\f. ROMERO.
H on. WJLLIAJ\I H . SEWARD,
Secretary ef State.
:MEXICAN LEf:A'l'ION, OYSTER BAY, LoNG
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[Telegram. J
Dated S1\u F.-nncisco, August 6, ]864-Reccivcd, Washington, August 8, 1864.

To MEXICAN l\fINISTER:
We have applied to General McDowell, and np to yesterday he hall received
no orders in relation to the Rhine.

JOSE MARIA AGUIRRE DE LA BARREDA.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero.
DEPARTM1':NT OF 8TA'l'J>.,

Wasliington, .August 11, 1864.

SIR: Referring to your communication to roe of the 2d instant, I have the

honor to transmit, for your information, a copy of a letter of yesterday's date,
with its accompaniment, received from the Acting Secretary of the Treasury,
relative to the measures adopted by him to prevent the shipment of stores and
men by the French transport Rhine, from San Franci~co, in violation of the
executive orders to tbat effect.
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my distinguished consideration.
'l'o f:eiior :MATIAS ROMERO,

4-c., 4-c., q"t:.,

WILLIAlI H. SEW.ARD.
New Yori•.

'l'REASURY DEPARTMBNT,
August 10, 1864.
SIR : Refen-ing to your letter of the 3d instant, and my reply thereto, dated:
the 5th, relative to the lading of a vessel at San l<~rancisco for Acapulco, I have
the honor to enclose herewith copy of a telegram this morning receivea from
tl1e collector of San Francisco.
With great re?pect,

GEO. HARRINGTON,

Hon. "\V11,LIAM H. SEWARD,

Secretary

Acti11g fecretary

ef tlie

Treasury.

ef State.
[Telcgmm.]

Received, Washington, Augu.~t 9, 1864.

SAN FRANCISCO, August 8, 1864.
T o ',V. P. FESSENDEN, Secretary qf tli.e Treasury:
No vessel will be permitted to load and depart from this port, in violation of
the executive orders to which you refer in your telegram of the 5th instant.
CHARLES JAMES, Collector.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero.
DEPARTMEN'l' OF S·rA'fE,

Wasliington, August 16, 1864.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 10th
instant, r('lative to the proceedings of the French transport Rhine at San Francisco, Califomia.
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By a reference to my communications to you, under date of the 6th and 11th
instant, and to their accompaniments, you will baYe learned that the proper
measures have already been taken by thh; government to pre\'ent the infraction
of its neutrality towards )foxico in this connexion.
'l'ho communications above referred to were delivered at the legation of Mexico in tl1is city, franked to you at New York, and must doubtless hin-c reachecl
you by this time.
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, Ihe as~nrancell of my high
consideration.
WILLIAM H. SEW ARD.
Seiior MATIAS R O:\JERO, ~-c., 4-c., 4-c., New York.

Mr. R omero to J,l,Jr. Sewnrtl.
[Tmuslatio11.]
)[F.XICAN LEGATJO;V,

New Y ork, August 18, 1S64.
Mr. SBC RK'l'ARY: I have the houor to acknowledge the receipt of the note
you did me the honor to address to me on the 6th of this month, which through
absence from the city had not reached me earlier, with which yon send copies
of the communications which were sent to y ou by the Secretaries of the 'l'reasury and ·war, and the Attorney General of the United States, in relation to the
affair of the sailing from San :Francisco of the l •'rench war transport Rhine, with
munitions for the French forces that occupy the port of Acapulco, in the Mexican republic. I have the painful duty of communic11.ting to yon that I have
received a telegram from the agent of the :\Iexican government at San J!'rancisco,
of which I enclose a copy, dated the 9th instant-that is, four days after the
transmission to the collector of the customs at that port of the instructions of
the 'Treasury D epartment of the 5th, which you are plea8ed to communicnte to
me with the note referred to-by which it appears that the collector at th11t
custom-house did not propose to hinder the sailing of the Rhine, and that this
tnrnsport would sail 011 the eleventh.
Not being able to explain tl1c contradiction which seems to exist between the
orders i!lsned by the 'l'reasury Department and the conduct of the collector of
the cui,toms at San Francisco, I shall be very grateful to your kindness if
you will do me the favor to explain this to me, and meantime, until I recch·e the
explanation which I respectfully ask for, I shall abstain from communicating to
the department the reflections which the incidents of this affair have suggested.
I avail of this occasion to renew to you, air, the aMnmnces of my most distinguished consideration.
Hon.

1Y1u.1A:\J

B.

)I.

SEWARD,

ROMERO.

Secretary of Stale.
[Telegram.]

D11ted San FmneiijCO, Augu~t 9, 1864.- R rcoivC'tl, WMhington, August 11, 1864.

T o )l1n:1cA~

MINI STER :

'l'he collector will not prevent the exportation of provisions for AcapulcoRhine sails the eleventh.
.J.M. AGUIRRE.
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Mr. Romero ,(o 1Wr. &'Ward.
[Tnrnslation. J

LEGATION,
New Yori.:, August 19, 1864.
Mr. S1>CftB'l'AftY : To-day I Lave received the note you were pleased to address to me, under datP. of 16th instant, in answer to mine of the 10th, about the
sailing from San Francisco of the French war transport Rhine with munitions
of war for the :French forces which occupy Acapulco, informing me that in the
notes from your department of the 6th and 1 J th current, and the documents
thereto annexed, there was communicated to me that tbc goYernment of the
United States had adopted measures to prevent the violation, to the prejudice of
Mexico, of the neutrality it purposes to obs()rve in the war which the E mperor
of th e l!'rench is making on my country. In the note which I had the l10nor to
address to you, dated yesterday, I replied to the. communication from your department on this subject of the 6th cunent; not having receivecl that of the
1 lth, I beg you will have the goodness to order a duplicate to be sent to me.
I avail of this occasion to repeat to you, sir, the assurances of my most distinguished consideration.
M. RO.MERO.
Hon. W11, 1,IAM H . SEWAHO,
S ecretary of /::tale.
}IBXICA ,\ '

M,-. Seward to .11:Ir. Romero.
DEPARTMENT OF S'i'A'fE,

1Vasltington, A ugust 23, 1864.
Sm : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 18th
instant, with the accompanying telegraphic despatch of the 9th of August, received by you from San Francisco, in the former of which you call my attention
to the fa.ct that, according to the information derived from Mr. J. M:. Aguirre's
despatch, the collector of San Francisco docs not purpose to prevent the sailing
of the R hine, and that said transport would sail for Acapulco on the 11th of the
present month. And you conclude by requesting explanations as to the apparent contradiction which seems to exist between tlie orders issued by the
T reasury Department, copies of which have been transmitted you, and the conduct of the collector of Sau J!'raucisco in not complying therewith.
I n reply to your wishes upon these particulars, I have the honor to inform
you that a translation of your note has been submitted to the honorable the
Secretary of the Treasury for his consideration, with the request to furnish the
information desired by you, which will be t1:ansmitted to y ou so soon as received.
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my distinguished consideration.
WILLIAoI H. SEWARD.

Mr. Romero tn lrfr. S eward.
[Trnusl!L!ion.]

MEXICAN

U .S. OF AMER ICA,
New York, August 25, 1864.
Mr. SECRETARY: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note
which you were pleased to address to me on the 11th of the present month,
LEGATION IN THE
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enclosing t.o me a copy of a communication addressed to the Department of State on
the day preceding by the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, and of a telegraphic
despatch from the collector of customs of San Francisco, all relating to the sailing of the French war transport Rhine, laden with munitions for the French forces
which occupy the port of Acapulco. The said note not having been addressed
to me iu the proper manner, ou its being sent to me from my house in Washington, it reached my hand after a delay of several days, which has prevented
my acknowledging its receipt until now, and it even caused me to ask a duplicate thereof from the D epartment of State, through the note which I had the
honor to address to· you under date of the 19th instant.
Until I receive yom answer to the note which I addressed to you on the
J.Sth aforesaid, I have nothing to say relative to this iiffair.
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurnnces of my
most distinguished consideration.
M. ROMERO.
[(on. w·rLLIA~l H. SG\\' ARll,
5caetary ef /:::tale, Wasl1iJ1gton.

J[r. Seward to JJ!lr. Romero.
DEl'ART"1BNT OJ,' STATE,

T1Vasltingwn, August 27, 1864.
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communications, dated
respectively .August 19th and 25th, both relating to the l!~rench transport Rhine,
in the former of wllich you request a duplicate of my note to yon of the 11th
instant, aud in the latter inform m~ that you have since received said note with
its accompaniments.
Your note of the I 8th ,.-\ugn~t cuncnt, asking explanations on the apparent
contradiction between the order~ of the Secretary of the 'I'rcasnry and the proceedings of the collector of San Francisco, in relation to the detention of the
Rhine, was submitted to the consideration of the Treasury Department on the
22d instant, with the re,111est to furnish me the explanations desired by you.
These, wl1en received, will be communicated to you.
I avail myself of this occasion to reiterate to you, sir, the assurances of my
distinguished consideration.
"\VILLIAM H. SEWARD.
::,1 R :

,.,.
lllr. Romero to Nlr. Seward.
[Trnuslation. ]
MEXICA:-1 LEGATION IN THE

U. S. OF

AMBR!CA,

Wasltington, August 30, 1864.
Ur. Si,cnE'l'ARY: I have the honor to communicate to yon that I have received
the notes which you were pleased to address to me, dated the 23d and 27th of
the present month, in which yon have the goodness to inform me that the communication which I addressed to your department on the 18th instant, asking
explanations touching the contradiction which seems to exist between the orders
issued by the Treasury D epartment in the case of the l!'reuch war transport
Rhine and the conduct of the collector of the customs of San Franci~co, who,
agreeably to the information which I have received, was about to p13rmit her to sail
for Acapulco laden with provisions for the French forces which occupy that
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port, had been transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury for
his consideration, with the request to give the explanations for which I have
asked, and which yon promised to tra)1smit to ~e so soon ns you shall have
received them.
1 aYail myself of this opportunity to renew to yon, sir, the assmancei; of my
ve1:y distinguished consideration.
M. Ilo:'llERO.
Hou. " ·n.LIA~1 H. SEWARD,
Secretary qf State.

ilfr. Se1rnrcl tv 111.r. Romero.
D F.l'ARTME'.'iT Of· STA T E,

TVasltington, D eceml,cr 14, 1864.
Siu: R eferring to my communications to you of the 23d and 27th of August
last past, in reply to your notes of the 18th, 19th, and 25th of the same month,
and in complianre with the promise then made to furnish you the informa_tion
you desired respecting the proceedings of the French steam transport Rhine, I
have now the honor to transmit to you copies of two letters from tlw Secretary
of the; Treasury, dated the 2d and 9th instant. with their enclornre, being the
report of the collector of customs at San l•'rancisco, made October 26th last,
in obedience to the instructions of the Treasury D epartment.
I n t he hope that snid report will be satisfactory to your government., I avail
myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assmanccs of my most distinguished consideration.
WlLLIA:'.\I H. SE"WARD.
Seiior MATIAS ROMERO, ~'(,'., q·.:., ~-c.,
TVasltinglon, D. C.

'l'REASGH\' DBPART:IIEi\T, December 2, 1864.
Srn : I have the honor to transmit herewith a report made to me by the
collector of customs at San l'rnµcisco, dated 26th October last, in relation to
the shipment of munitions of war on the French transport Rhine, and which
was the subject of a complaint made to your department by the Mexican minister on 18th August last.
With great respect,
W. P. 1''1'.:SSEi'i'DEN,
Secretary qf t/1e Treasury.
Hon. WILLIAM H . SEWARD,
Secretary qf State.

C usT0~1-HOl:,m, SA:-; FRAi\'c1sco,
Collector's Office, October 26, 1864.
Srn : The department's l etter of September 12, 1864, enclos ing copy of a
letter ffom the Secretary of State, also translation of a note to him from Senor
Romero, Mexican minister, and asking me to repor t the facts in relation to tbc
departure from San Francisco of the steam transport Rhine, with munitions of
war for the ],'rcnch forces at Acapulco, has been n:ceh-ed.
'l'he Rhine, a French steam tnrnsport, visited this port at the time referred

....
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to. Before the sailing of the Rhine I had an interview with lier commander
aud the French consul, and questioned them both particularly as to what she
had on board. They assured me that no arms or munitions of war had been
or would be taken aboard.
I also liad an interview with ihe Mexican consul and asked him for information concerning her. H e told me he knew of no arms or munitions of war
being shipped by lier, but that he believed she would take provisions.
The French consul cxl1ibited to me all the requisitions and bills for supplies
procured for the Rhine at this port, which contain no account of arms or munitions of war.
I was well asi,ured at the time that she took none, {!nd my subsequent investigation has confirmed me in the belief that she did not.
I haYe the honor to be, most respectfully, your very obedient servant,
CH.ARLES JAMES, Collector.
H on. WM. P. FE:'SENUEN,
S ecretary <tf tlie Treasury, Wasliington, D. C.

TREASURY DEPAR'fME.\'T, December 9, 1864.
8111: I have the honor to transmit a copy of a letter from the collector at San
Francisco, to whom a copy of your letter to this department of the 12th or
September last was sent for his report thereon, a copy of which is enclosed.
With great respect,
W. P. FESSENDEN.
H on. WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
Secretary rif State.

Secretary

if tlte

Treasury.

SAN l<~RANCISCO,
Collector's Office, October 26, 1864.
S111 : Tbc department's letter of September 12, 1864, enclosing copy of a
letter from the Secretary of State, also translation of a note to him from
Senor Romero, i:rexican minister, and asking me to report the facts in relation,
to the depa1'ture from Sau Francisco of the steam transport Rhine with munitions of war for the French forces at Acapulco, l1as been received.
'11 he Rhine, a French steam transport, visiti>d this port at the time referred to.
Before the sailing of the Rhine, I had an interview with her commander and the
l!'rench consul, and questioned them both particularly as to what she had on
board. They assure« me that no arms or munitions of war had been or would
be taken aboard. I also had an interview with the Mexican consul, and asked
him for information concerning her. He told me he knew of no arms or munitions of war being shipped by her, but that he believed she would take provisions.
The French consul exhibited to me all the requisitions and bills for supplies.
procured for the Rhine at this po1·t, which contain no account of arms or munitions of war. I was well assm·ed at the time that she took none, and my subse-quent investigation has confirmed me in the belief that she did not.
I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your very obedient servant,
CHARLES J A.MES, Collector.
Hou. "'1LLIA111 P. FESSENDEN,
Secretary ef tlte Treasury, Wasliington, D. C.
C u sTOM-HOOSE,
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Mr. Romero to JJ1r. Eeward.
[Trauslntion.]

UNITEO STATES o~· AMERICA,
TVasltington, D ecember 2-l, 1S64.
:Mr. SECRETARY: I have ti.Jc honor to communicate to you that I have
received in due season the note which you were pleased to address to me, dated
the 14th instant, transmitting to me a copy of certain documents sent to your
department by that of the treasury, and which contains the explanations which
I asked for in my notes of the 18th, 19th, and 2,5th of August last, from the
Department of State, with reference to the departure of the l!'rench steam war
transport Rhine, laden with articles contraband of war, from the port of San
Francisco for Acapulco.
I shall lose no time in transmitting to my government a copy of yom said
note, and of the documents annexed thereto.
My absence from this city had not permitted me before now to acknowledge
the receipt of your said communication.
•
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, :\fr. Secretary, the assurances of my most distinguished consideration.
~I. RO:\IERO.
Hon. WI L LIAM H. SEWARD,
Secretary ef State, ~-c., ~-c., ,\-c.
.HEXIC:AN LEGATION IX THE

llfr. Romero to

Jjlfr.

~·eward.

['l'run~ln tion.)

UNl'l'EO STATES OF A~IERIC.~,
Wasl1ington, December 29, l 864.
Mr. SECRETARY : I have tl1e honor to remit to you a copy of a commumcation which I received a little while since from General Placido Vega, of the
.Mexican army, and governor of the state of Sinaloa of the )Iexican republic,
who is now at the city of San Francisco, in relation to the passage of French
troops over the isthmus of Panama; to the trade between San Francisco and
Acapulco, and other points which have relation to the neutrality of the United
States in the war which the Emperor of the French is waging against Mexico.
I deem it my duty respectfully to subrnitsnchcommuuication to your consideration, as well as to inform you in this way of some transactions which perhaps
have not reached the notice of the government of the United States by another
cbannel, as also to beg you to propose a remedy for those which may prove
true, and not in conformity with the neutrality which this government has
adopted in the question pending between France and Mexico.
I avail of this opportunity to renew to you, }Ir. Secretary, the assurances of
my most distinguished consideration,
:\I. ROMERO.
Hon. W 1LLIA M H. SEWARD,
Secretary ef State, 4-c., 4-c., 4-c.
MEXl <.:AN LEGATION TO THE

CASE OF THE STEAMER RIIINE.

13

General Vega to Mr. Romero.
[Trnus\ation.)
SAN FRANCISCO, November 22, 1864.
'l'he sacred duty which, as a citizen and as a public
man of the l\Iexican republic, I have to watch over the interests of my country,
and engaged in its defence, imposes on me the obligation to bring to your
knowledge the occurrence which took place on the 22d of the month of October
last past, at the transit of the idthmus of Panama, by the clandestine transportation over the railroad of said transit, and under the direct prote~tion of tbe president
of said P anama Railroad Company, and of the commander of' the United States
ship-of-war Lancaster, of a body of ]Trench troops, composed of about 370 marines and 1-eameu, destined to re-enforce the French squadron in the Pacific which
l,lockades the Mexican ports and threatens the unprotected coasts. 'l'he portion of the newspaper "La Voz de :Mexico" which l sent to you contains the
official communications interchanged between the president of the state of
Panama and the consul of the United States; these will inform you circumstantially of the fact to which I rcfe,·, as well also of the transportation of North
American troops likewise to re-enforce the American squadron stationed in these
seas. Tims the North Amf;:rican government favors and protects the passage of
:French troops who wage an unjust and cruel war on Mexico, concedes a stay of
forty days in this port to the l<'reneh ship-of-war Rhine, which supplied herself
with provisions and other articles, without hindering the increase of men she
shipped to cover the losses the squadron bad suffered, at the same time that she
keeps strict neutrality with Mexico and Peru, by preventing the exportation of
every kind of articles which, for the defence of those republics, could be obtained in this country.
I must say to you, besides, that, according to verbal advices which two days
since Don Arnaldo Marques, consul of the republic of Peru at this port, was
pleased to give me, he h ad seen that the steamer Constitution, which runs between San .Francisco and Panama, and on which he came as passenger, brought
more than 200 tons of coal, which was transshipped to French ships-of-war
anchored in the bay of Acapulco, as well as a large quantity of provisions; informing me at the same time, as well as other trustworthy persous, that the
steamers on the route bring on board, on each trip, quantities of articles ueeded
for the said squadron. This traffic, and that had directly with the port of
Acapulco, affords the enemy all those clements which it is difficult for him to
obtain frolll the interior of the republic.
Independence, liberty, and reform.
PLACIDO VEGA.
01TtZE:s< l\I1.,1st ·ER:

MATIAS ROMERO,

Minister Plenipotentiary of tlte l\Iexican Republic at TVasltington.

True copy.

W ASHING1'0N, December 29, 1864.

F. D. l\IAEIN,
Second Secretary ef Legation.
Mr. S eward to Mr. Romero.
D EPAR'l'MEN'l' OF STATE,

Washington, January 28, 1865.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 29th

ultimo, with which you enclose to me the communication of General Placido
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Vega, of the Mexican army, ~overnor of the state·of Sinaloa, ~Ie:x:ico, addressed
to you from San Francisco, Ualifornia, under date of the 22d November, 1864.
I n your note, to which I have the honor of replying, you call my attention
to the passage of 1''rench troops over the isthmus of Panama, to the trade between San Francisco and Acapulco, and to other points, which relate to the
neutrality adopted by the United States in the war between France and Mexico.
You likewise submit the communication of General Vega t~ my consideration,
and desire me to remedy such of these transactions which, upon investigation,
may prove to be true, and not in conformity with the uentrality which the
United States has adopted in the question pending between Mexico and France.
In reply, I have the honor to inform you that measures will be taken by
this department, as speedily as it may be practicable, to renew the instructions
already given on the same subject by the 'I'reasury Department to the authorities of San Francisco, to prevent the transactions to which you have called my
attention.
I avail myself of this occasion to tender to you, sir, the assurances of my
very lligh and distinguished consideration.
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Seiior MATIAS R OMERO, 4-r.., 4'c., 4-c.,
TVaslti11gton, D. C

